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science and technology, especially
NASA, so much that 12 years ago, the
NASA Lewis Research Center in Cleve-
land—the only NASA facility north of
the Mason-Dixon Line—was officially
renamed the NASA John H. Glenn Re-
search Center.

After his retirement from the Senate,
he and Annie founded the John Glenn
School for Public Affairs at The Ohio
State University saying: ‘“If there is
one thing I've learned in my years on
this planet, it’s that the happiest and
most fulfilled people I've known are
those who devoted themselves to some-
thing bigger and more profound than
merely their own self-interest.”

Whether he was flying in the air or
floating in space, walking the cam-
paign trails or in this Chamber, he re-
mained grounded in his New Concord
roots and always by the steady hand
and constant love of Annie. When my
family and I decided I should run for
the Senate in the fall of 2005, the first
people we called were Annie and John
Glenn.

Annie’s advice to Connie then and
now has been to ‘‘be yourself and not
allow others to tell you who you should
be.”” Connie, who was a noted writer in
Ohio, writes for the Cleveland Plain
Dealer—Connie had this to say about
Annie:

‘““Annie Glenn refuses to draw attention to
herself, which is one of the reasons so many
of us cannot get enough of her. She is that
rare person who is genuinely interested in
whomever is standing right in front of her.
You will never capture her looking over your
shoulder searching for someone more inter-
esting, more important. If you are looking
into the eyes of Annie Glenn, you have just
become the most fascinating person in the
world. This is not to suggest Annie is a wall-
flower. She was won many honors, changed
many lives, through her advocacy.

She is as engaging as she is generous, full
of opinions earned by living life at full throt-
tle, even when she was scared to death. And
that is a crucial truth about Annie: Ameri-
cans rightly ooh and aah over John Glenn’s
courage in space. But let us never forget the
hero of a wife who gave her public blessing,
and then privately prayed until his safe re-
turn.”

John and I traveled across Ohio on
the campaign trail, hearing each other
so often that we could finish each oth-
er’s speeches and roll our eyes at the
same jokes we would tell.

John and Annie teach all of us about
our own capacity for selflessness and to
have the confidence to serve with hu-
mility and with honor. They are dedi-
cated public servants and trailblazers
whose sense of humor and smiles
brighten any room and in whose pres-
ence we better understand the meaning
of love and compassion. It is a love and
marriage that everyone from lifelong
New Concord friends to TU.S. Presi-
dents, to colleagues in this Chamber
have described with affection.

Barack Obama said during a cam-
paign stop in Columbus:

The thing I admire most about John Glenn
is his relationship to his wife, Annie. They
have been married for 65 years—

That was then. Now it is 68—
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and you should see the way he treats her.
He’s in love. Sixty-five years later he’s still
in love. And no wonder, because she is a re-
markable woman.

Through John and Annie’s remark-
able American lives, we reveal and re-
member the greatness of our country,
our capacity to love and to wonder and
to see something greater than our-
selves.

My wife Connie and I are fortunate to
call Annie and John friends, and they
remain trusted mentors and role mod-
els for us and so many. When his coun-
try was attacked, he enlisted. When his
President asked, he served. When his
country needed it, he instilled a con-
fidence in the American spirit of sci-
entific discovery. When his State need-
ed his leadership, he represented the
people of our State with honor.

Happy 90th birthday, John Glenn.
Your life tells our Nation’s story in the
20th century, our triumphs and our tur-
bulence, and it tells how our Nation’s
spirit of discovery could be found in
the humility of a hometown hero from
New Concord, OH.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that following my re-
marks, Senator DURBIN be recognized
to give a brief presentation and, fol-
lowing that, Senator GRASSLEY will
have one-half hour.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
JOHN GLENN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I did not
know it was John Glenn’s birthday. I
am so happy I was on the floor when
my dear friend from Ohio talked about
John Glenn. John Glenn—when I came
to the Senate, one of the first Tuesday
caucuses we had I watched John Glenn
stand and say: I am going to go out on
the aircraft career USS Kennedy on
Saturday. Would anyone like to go?

I was a new Senator. I thought every-
one would raise their hand and march
off with him. I was the only one who
raised my hand. So I did. I went out
with him. It was a wonderful experi-
ence. The seas were a little bit rough
and we landed and that cable snagged
that airplane going in. We were there
for many hours and the seas got rough-
er and rougher.

The pilots coming in, this was the
first time they had landed on an air-
craft carrier. We went out on the deck
of the ship, and the planes would come
in. Oh, man. The crews there, if they
did not think the plane could land—it
was going too far off the end: ‘‘Dirty.
Dirty.”

That meant get the plane up off the
carrier, go up and come back and try it
again. They did that for quite some
time. Then, John Glenn said: I think I
should go up in one of those airplanes.
So John Glenn went up and flew an air-
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plane. I do not know how old John
Glenn was. It was 25 years ago, so he
was a young man—he was 65—and here
he comes in, landing on the aircraft
carrier, John Glenn.

Totally changing the subject. A
group from Nevada won the Double
Dutch skip-roping championship. They
came to my office over in the Hart
Building to show me how good they
were. Of course, it takes a little space
to do it. So in one of the outside hall-
ways there in the Hart Building they
do this Double Dutch jumping.

They asked me to try it. I was so em-
barrassed. I could not get one step. I
did not realize, but from his office,
John Glenn had been watching these
kids jumping rope. He comes out, the
famous John Glenn, and says: Would
you mind if I tried?

I do not know. I assume he was 70
years old at the time. He was perfect,
did not miss a step. I mean, that is
hard to do. Jumping rope is hard, but
when you have two people flipping two
different ropes, it is hard. He did that.
What a physical specimen he was at 70
years old. Think what he must have
been when he was 20 years old, a man
who in World War II was an ace, mean-
ing he shot down so many airplanes. He
did the same thing in Korea. Here is a
man who was the first to orbit in
space. You can go see his spacecraft
down in the Air and Space Museum. He
says: Go look at it. He said: What they
said about that is I wore it. It was so
small, but he went up there.

The stories he told, I just so loved
John Glenn. He said: They did not
know what it would be like to go up in
space. No one had ever done this. He
told me about all the precautions they
did the first time he went up in space.
They did not know if the air sickness
would come and they could not handle
the flight. He was trained. He had a big
hypodermic syringe that would go
through his space clothes, shoot him in
the thigh so he would not get too sick
up there.

He learned—I do not know how
many—‘“‘I come in friendship’—in
many different languages because they
did not know for sure, if the spacecraft
would go down, who would be there.
But they had a general idea where it
would go. So he learned to say: ‘I come
in friendship” in many different lan-
guages. Then, of course, he went up in
space once again.

He was such a wonderful human
being. I had such admiration for him.
To think I was able to serve in the Sen-
ate with John Glenn says it all, and
SHERROD BROWN, Senator BROWN, was
absolutely right. This relationship,
this love affair, that John Glenn and
Annie had and have, their 68 years of
marriage is remarkable.

As the books have shown and the
movies show, Annie had a very bad
speech impediment. She stammered.
She stuttered. She stuttered until she
was, I do not know how old, but in her
fifties, and she stammered very much.
John Glenn, when they were courting
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